La Salle Academy Curriculum and Procedures
Jr. High Social Studies (Grades 5 - 8)
Teacher: Mr. John Stolan

All classes are aligned with the state of Pennsylvania Common Core Standards.

Behavior
| expect all students to demonstrate respect toward their classmates, their teacher, and

any professional who enters our classroom. | will uphold and adhere to the rules and
expectations outlined in the Diocesan Handbook and the La Salle Academy Behavior

Code.

Homework
Homework is assigned to reinforce classroom instruction and completed classwork.

Assignments may include written work, studying, or tasks submitted through Google
Classroom. At times, homework will be graded. Failure to complete an assignment will
result in a zero. Late submissions will incur a deduction, with points subtracted for each
day past the due date. Homework accounts for 20% of the final grade each quarter

Classwork & Participation

Students are expected to come prepared for class each day with all necessary
materials, including books, notebooks, folders, assignments, planners, and a pen or
pencil. Repeated failure to bring required materials may result in a Level 1 Demerit, as it

creates a distraction to the learning environment.

Active participation is strongly encouraged, as engagement in class discussions helps
students retain information more effectively. Students are expected to remain attentive,
ask and answer questions, take notes, contribute to discussions, and make corrections
when necessary. Class assignments may be submitted either through Google
Classroom or in hard copy, depending on the task. All classwork is graded and
contributes to the classwork grade, which accounts for 10% of the student’s final grade.

Tests
Each chapter covered in class will include at least one test. Typically, most topics will

include a Topic Test reviewing content and a Vocabulary Test reviewing the key
concepts and ideas of the Topic. All tests will be administered on paper, completed
during the class period, and submitted at the end of the period. In some cases, projects
or papers may be graded as test equivalents; in those instances, students will be
provided with a rubric outlining the grading criteria. Tests will be announced at least one



week in advance to allow sufficient time for preparation. Tests account for 40% of the
student’s final grade. Students will be provided a Quizlet to utilize to study for
Vocabulary Test at least a week in advance, and a Review Sheet to centralize all
concepts and ideas into one document to study and review for Topic Test. The Review
Sheet is handed out upon completion of their Vocabulary Test.

If a test or graded assignment is missed due to an absence, the student is responsible
for notifying me and arranging a time to complete the work upon their return.
Quizzes—both announced and unannounced—will also be given throughout the course
and will comprise 30% of the final grade.

Extra Credit
Extra credit will not be offered. Students are expected to stay current with their work and
studies. They are encouraged to ask questions when needed and to consistently put

forth their best effort.

Absences and/or Make-Up Procedures

When a student is absent, all missed work must be completed. It is the student’s
responsibility to consult with each teacher to ensure they are aware of all assignments.
The time allowed to complete this work without penalty will equal the number of days
the student was absent. For example, if a student is absent for one day, they will have
one day to make up the missed work. Upon returning, students are expected to take the
initiative to collect and complete any missing assignments. Students should also check
Google Classroom during their absence for any assignments that may be completed
remotely to prevent falling behind.

Contact Information
Email is my preferred form of communication. For a timely response, please contact me
before 8:00 p.m. Messages received after that time will be addressed the following day.

You can reach me via email at jstolan@l|saelementary.org.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation and support throughout the school year. |
look forward to working with you and your child. If you need to contact me at any time,
please do not hesitate to reach out.

- Mr. John Stolan



